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From the desk of Pastor Skip:

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your
work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God”” Exodus 20:8-10

The last half of 2011 is drawing to a close and | guess | should be drafting a
Christmas/New Years message to you as the headliner to the January Tidings. But | am
not. In these last six months the Lord has had his hands full with me. I don’t normally
share outside of the Mutual Ministry Committee my deeply personal spiritual reflections
and agonies but at their urging | will. And it may take me all of 2012 to disclose all |
have learned from the Lord. It’s all in Exodus 20, and contained in three rather small
verses, 8, 9, and 10. But their impact on my life has been substantial. Maybe they will
have the same effect on you.

Along this journey | have found a new spiritual mentor. His name is Wayne Muller. He
has become a dear and trusted spiritual friend. We met in my Synod duties as Chairman
of the Commission for Professional Leadership. He lives in New Mexico and came here
to San Antonio at my invitation to speak to all the rostered leaders of this Synod last
month. We have talked for hours about our lives in ministry, so much so I cannot
distinguish between what we learned together and what was taught by either. But if
there is any value to what you will read over the next few months, let’s credit Wayne
Muller. Here we go...

You and | have a problem. I probably have the biggest problem of all. I have lost the
essential rhythm of life in the relentless busyness of living. It is action and
accomplishment that has replaced rest as my, perhaps our, source of internal human
comfort. We say things like, “I’ll quit when my to do list is finally all marked off” or “I
can’t rest until all is done” or “Doing something is better than doing nothing.” It is as if
we believe good things come only through unceasing determination and tireless effort.
Being alive melts into one enormous obligation. Being busy becomes the model of
successful life. Exhaustion becomes a trophy and the only way to ensure sleep. Ability
to withstand stress becomes equated with character so the busier we are, then obviously,
the more important we are. We live in a world where overwork is a professional virtue.

Perhaps that is why the Chinese pictograph for the word “busy” is composed of two
characters: the heart and killing.

Tired, overworked, overwhelmed people do not have the time nor the capacity to listen
to the deeper voices that speak to the essence of the problems life throws at them. Tired
people can only address “symptoms” and think they only have time to do what makes
the problems go away. Then, more perplexing problems emerge. The quick fix is only a
seed to a new problem which will grow bigger and more unmanageable. Tired,
overworked, overwhelmed people do not have available to them what can only be
defined as “quiet wisdom” which is our only defense from life in the survival mode.



How did this happen to us? We forgot the Sabbath! Perhaps the only reason God made keeping the Sabbath a command, one of
the big ten requirements, is because we humans just too quickly forget it. What we need is a bigger picture of Sabbath.

Sabbath is not just a twenty-four hour day. It is a way of living “in time” where we remember who we are, what we know, and
listen to the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the eternal Jesus. Sabbath honors the necessary wisdom in the dormancy of nature. In
Sabbath we celebrate the sacred which gives way to deep mindfulness. If we do not surrender to the Sabbath we can never hear the
voice that tells us the right things to do.

This leads us to an understanding of Sabbath as both a specific practice and a larger metaphor for sacred rest. It may be a Sabbath
afternoon, a Sabbath hour, a Sabbath walk, or a three month Sabbath for life giving nourishment and rest. Sabbath is not absence
from work. Sabbath is the presence of something that arises when we consecrate a period of time to listen to what is nourishing,

something that honors grace, rest and healing.

I have long associated tremendous guilt and shame with taking time to rest. What a shame. Sabbath gives me permission, no it
commands me, to stop and remember. Rest is an essential enzyme of life, as necessary as air. But much of our lives are
specifically designed to seduce our attention away from the Sabbath’s inner place of rest. Every worldly stimulus competes for our
attention: buy me, watch me, do me, drink me, drive me, and own me. Sabbath time is an inner refuge from that seduction, a
setting aside the frenzy of consumption and the push of accomplishment.

A woman seeking healing once reached out amid a huge crowd of people and touched the hem of Jesus. Jesus immediately wanted
to know who touched Him. In that crowd, how did He know He was touched? He explained, “I could feel power go out of me.”
Deeply mindful of the flow of His life, Jesus could feel the expenditure of energy in every encounter.

Do we? We meet dozens of people everyday and have so many conversations. Do we feel how much energy we spend on each
activity? This one little e-mail, this one extra phone call, this quick meeting, what can it cost? But it does cost. It drains one more
drop of life. Then at the end of days, weeks, months, years, we collapse. It happened in a thousand unconscious events, tasks, and
responsibilities that seemed easy and harmless on the surface but that each, one after the other, used a small portion of our
precious life. And God said, “Remember the Sabbath to keep it holy.” If I may, I think what He meant to say was, “Remember the
Sabbath to keep us holy.” He wants us to learn surrender as a silent grace.

Here is my plea for you and me at St John’s: become a Sabbath keeper so that our ministry will have the wisdom of rest within it.
For when we are filled ourselves, our first impulse is to be useful, kind, and to give something away. The world aches for the
generosity of a well rested St John’s community of faith. Remember the Sabbath. Breathe deeply the rhythms of life, of action, of
rest and find comfort in this and every place.

Up next: Sacred Rest. Read Luke 5:15-16.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR
FROM YOUR
ST, JOHN'S STAFF
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In Our Prayers
Please pray for the following members and friends and
family of the congregation:

Adeline Cavazos
Alta Woytasczyk
Betsy & Dan Loehnis
Bill Brewer

Billy Odam Sr.

Brian & Debbie Haas
Charline Herzog
Christal Davis

Cora Ottmers
Courtney Chappelle & baby Edison
Daniel Wood

Delia Islas

Duane Jennings
Eddie Flesher
Evelyn Bippert
Florence De Paolo
Geneva Hestilow
George Pasterchick
Gloria De La Garza & family
Heather Taraskiewicz
Heidi Becker

Isolde Scarzafava
Jackie Bourgeois
Jesse Mercer
Margaret Reynolds
Margie Ringcon
Marlene Menetti
Melanie Rech
Merikay Qualls

Nita Poss

Norma Rilling
Norma Woelfel

Paul Erich

Rebekah Lang
Santos Bara

Sara Longoria

Scott Southwell
Steven Moyer

Stuart Leafstedt
Terri Ann Goode
Tiffany Harper

Tom Guyer

Yolanda Garza

Family & Friends

Prayers for our Troops
Bob Recio
Brian Alfaro
Dan Leingang
Dennis Kruse
Eric Oglesbee
Jamie Raymond
Jared Raymond
Mark Alfaro
Matthew Helms
Micah Jenkins
Michael Longoria
Steven Baker

W78 ¢ gou!
Thank you for these

gifts received in memory or honor of someone during the
month of November, 2011.

To the Glory of God
In Memory of:

Paul E. Earich by Leroy & Alva Schulmeier

Sandra Gold Edwards by Delrose Cearley; Curtis &
Frances Franz; Ron & Belinda Schmidt

Cecelia Haun by Viola Caraway; Curtis & Frances Franz;
Grace Neitzke; Ruth Shipp; Stephen & Elizabeth Wendel
Alexandra Jahn by Ray & Eunice Bomershach; Ken & Jo
Ferguson; Curtis & Frances Franz; Grace Neitzke; Ron &
Belinda Schmidt; Don & Dorothy Salberg; Bessie Steen
Wilburn Kitchen by Grace Neitzke; Ruth Shipp; Stephen &
Elizabeth Wendel

Leroy Nailor by Leroy & Alva Schulmeier

Mrs. Jim Rusche by Marilyn Hartung

Walter H. Schessenhagen by Mary Jane Schessenhagen;
LeRoy & Alva Schulmeier



Our Christian Mission Statements
St. John’s Church and Day School

“Forming Faithfulness to the
love of God

...in traditional worship,
...through enlivened discipleship
...with service and honor to all.”

Publication Deadline

Information for the next newsletter must be submitted
(preferably by email) by Friday, January 6, 2012.
Information for the weekend Bulletins and announcements
are due by Tuesday afternoon each week. Submit to: Mary
Boehme in the church office: (ph.) 223-2611 x 200, (fax)
223-5667, (email) mboehme@stjohnsroosterchurch.org

Get Ready to Sign up for Summer Camp Now!!!
Summer Camp 2012
Camp Chrysalis * Ebert Ranch
Beach Camp * Texas Trek * Expedition * Day Camp

Cross Trails Ministry summer camp is a safe place where
campers of all ages become part of a unique Christian
community. They worship, play, explore and discover a
deeper, more personal faith while forming friendships and
developing skills that last a lifetime! Please call the church
office to register your child. Parents will pay $25 for each
child and the church will fund the remaining balance.

Don't forget to check out our new programs! Texas Trek,
Grandparent Camp, the Costa Rica Expedition, and the
newly renumbered LYLE program which is now open to
youth completing 8" grade!

The Summer 2012 schedule and programs options by grade
level can be found on our webpage at www.crosstrails.org.

Groups can begin registering December 1%, and individuals
can begin registering on January 2™.

Summer brochures will be sent within the next two weeks,

or you can click here to download a copy!
www.crosstrails.org/downloads/2012_Summer_Brochure.pdf

Cross Trails Ministry
info@crosstrails.org
830-257-6340
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CAM is in need of men and boys clothing and
food items. Please bring them to the church
and place in the boxes marked for CAM in
Memorial Hall.

Thank you

St. John’s Council Meeting Minutes
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Congregation
Council Meeting minutes are posted on the bulletin board
outside Memorial Hall. If you would like a copy, please see
Mary Boehme.

Taking Down the Greens
Wednesday, January 4, 2012 at 6:00

ANNUAL MEETING

SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 12, 2012
FOLLOWING THE WORSHIP
SERVICE IN MEMORIAL HALL



CONGRATULATIONS
January Birthdays

Jan. 2 Charlotte Baker

3 Karen Caraway
Joseph Curry

5  Cecilia Villanueva
Danny Hudel
Ashley Goode

6  CIiff Imken
7  John Andrew Lowther

8 Harvey G. Penshorn
Tiffany Harper

11  Donna Zastawny
Lewis Kenneth Anderson
Sophie Grayce Schultz

12 Judge Barbara Nellermoe
Mary Hestilow
Kevin Dorsey

13 Judy Koehler
Jack C. Park
Alexus Merrill
Martin Almaguer, Jr.

14 Marilyn Hartung

15 Evelyn Bippert
Anthony Mecke
Victor Mendez

16 Donald Staats

17 Edeltraud Fabianke
Florence DePaolo
Marilyn Kowalik

18 Marilyn McSpadden
Laura Eckhardt
Caroline Saathoff

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

Roberta Ackermann
Frances Lemaster
Karen Lichtenberg
Aimee Wudel

Destiny M. Gonzalez

Fred Pfeiffer
Jon Bohmann
Bryan Caraway

Felipa Louise Mendez

Nita Poss
Jonathon Meinen
Damian Anderson
Elaine Bailey
Lila Grace Ogle

Alma Genzer

Irene Schaefer

John Tietze

Nicolas Goode

Lane Edward Moore
Alexa Lynn Cauble

Robert Mclintyre
Wyatt Zelenak

27 Julie Acosta

William Jackson IV

28 Hannah Grace Bauer

Luke Fleming

31 Casey James Acosta

| was driving home from the Family Retreat and saw a
sign out front of one of the local Kerrville churches
that read “Home is a school, what are you teaching?”.
As | begin the full time position of Family Ministry
Director, this question continues to resonate with me.
How can we best partner with our families in the
endeavor of faith education? I look forward to working
with you all and beginning 2012 with prayer and joy.

Blessings,
Katie Rode



This Month’s Events

Church Office and Day School Closed
Dec. 30 to Jan. 2, Reopen Jan. 3

Men'’s Retreat Group will meet
Tuesdays at 6:30 PM in 3" flr. conf rm.

Bible Study, Each Wed. at 9:30 AM

Men’s Group meets at Taco Haven
each Thursday at 6:30 AM

Wednesday Dinners, 5:30 PM

Campus Ministry meets Wed., 6:00 PM
Book Club Wed., 6:30 PM

Choir Wed. 7:00 PM

New Year's Eve Celebration, Dec. 31
beginning at 7:00 PM in Memorial Hall

First Friday Concert Jan. 6, 12:05 PM
Tiding Articles due Jan. 6

2010 Reimbursements due to Irene by
Jan. 9

Annual Reports due by Jan. 16

WELCA Jan. 11 at 10:30 AM in Pioneer
Room

Committee Mtgs. Jan. 16 at 5:30 PM

Council Mtg. Jan. 16 at 7:00 PM

Women of the ELCA
The Women of the ELCA will meet Wednesday,
January 11, at 9:30 for Bible Study (optional) &
10:30 for WELCA in the Pioneer Room.

Program: The Mission of the ELCA on Malaria.
Frances Franz will be our Presenter.

Kitchen Clean-up and 3rd Sunday Refreshments
will be the Miriam Group.

Contact Person for January is Alva Schulmeier

Wreaths Across America

I would like to say thank you so much to everyone who
supported the St. John's Fundraiser and sponsored a
wreath to honor a veteran hero at Ft. Sam National
Cemetery. | look forward to seeing you at the
ceremony at Ft. Sam on December 10th at 11am. |
have volunteered to help with Wreaths Across America
for the past three years and each year we are able to lay
more Christmas wreaths because of generous support
from folks like you! Our goal is to lay a wreath at
every headstone at Ft. Sam. The final numbers are not
in yet, but the response city-wide has been

tremendous. We welcome all who would like to
volunteer to help.

Thank You

Sherry Taraskiewicz

Christmas Joy
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, West Bexar County
Chapter, purchased forty bicycles for the EIf Louise
Christmas program. On November 30" Ralph
Detwiler, Larry Foster, Ken Ferguson, LeRoy
Schulmeier and Carlos (from HEB) assembled them
for delivery on Christmas morning. Thank you



St. John's Guatemalan Mission
A Journey in ""Accompaniment"*

Our visit from Mateo Calel of Tecpan, Guatemala in
October was definitely a step towards accompanying other
faith communities as we journey together with Christ to
build His kingdom on earth. Judi Bullington said of Mateo's
visit, "My favorite part of his visit was during the worship
service when he had the ushers pass out the bracelets. They
are so pretty and show the many hours of work that the
people of Guatemala spent sharing themselves with us.
Every time | see my bracelet, | think of how faith can grow
through the sharing with others."

The Guatemalan Task Force has been meeting to plan the
essentials for the June 2012 Mission trip. Specifically we are
focusing on:

1) Logistics and specifics for those that plan to be part of the
traveling team (it's not too late to sign up!)

2) The support through prayer and encouragement of the
entire congregations as the sending team

3) Financial support for in-country travel, food, and lodging
in Guatemala through various fundraisers

4) The involvement of the St. John's Day School

Upcoming events:

We have 2 dates for the Guatemalan Craft Store in the
Fellowship Hall following worship. During each of these
events there will be one special Silent Auction item. Don't
miss out! The dates are:

e Sunday, December 18

e Sunday, January 22

Other fundraisers planned are a special Mardi Gras dinner in
February, child sponsorships (you'll be hearing more about
this), some support from Fiesta Nueva and Sunday School
offerings.

We have a new Facebook fan page where you can invite
friends and family to hear about our plans and join in prayer
and financial support for the mission

trip: http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Johns-Guatemala-
Mission-2012/299909750032276.

There are a lot of exciting things happening as the Lord
works in the hearts of our community and in the community
in Guatemala.

We pray, Lord Jesus that you watch over this project so that
we do as you command to go and be disciples to others and
walk in accompaniment with others. Amen.

San Antonio Lutheran Coronation Association
presents its 53" court: The Court of the 7 Seas.

Please join us on March 3", 2012 at the Scottish Rite
Auditorium at 7 pm for the presentation of Queen Elect
Susannah Saathoff, Princess Elect Hannah Lyles and the
duchesses of the Court of The Seven Seas. The San Antonio
Lutheran Coronation Association (SALCA) is comprised

of individuals from all walks of life, who lovingly give of
their time and talents to make the Coronation possible.

They represent various religious denominations (not just
Lutheran). Participants are nominated by past Duchesses,
Association members, Pastors or others, and are selected by
the members of the Association according to their
faithfulness and work in their church, school and
community. Members of the court handcraft their gowns and
trains with the help of their friends, family, church members
and members of the association. It is a wonderful
opportunity to spend some quality time completing a project
together. The participants in the Coronation not only have an
opportunity to display their gowns and witness their faith on
the night of the Coronation; but also in many other ways.
Members of the court ride on the Association float in the
Battle of Flowers, Flambeau and various parades within the
state. They are honored guests at the Mariachi service at St
John’s Lutheran Church, and display their trains during
Fiesta Nueva, as well as participate in many service
activities throughout the community during the year.

For more information on attending coronation please
contact Mary Eaton at 210-317-0899.

Everything St. John’s

Ornaments, Fiesta Nueva Medals and Pens, History
Books, Worship CD’s, Coins, and Magnets are now
on sale in the hallway Trophy Case. See Ruth Shipp
to make your purchases.



DEADLINES FOR THE FOLLOWING
FINANCIAL INFORMATION

CONTRIBUTIONS

Members of the congregation who desire to receive credit
for 2011 are requested to have their contribution in the
church by DECEMBER 31, 2011 or if mailed, the
envelope must reflect a postmark no later than
DECEMBER 31, 2011 and received by Monday, January
9, 2012 from the United States Postal Service. (The
church office will be closed from December 30, 2011 to
January 2, 2012 - reopen on January 3, 2012)

If you are changing your offering using Simply Giving or
would like to do Simply Giving, please contact Irene in the
church office 223-2611 for forms.

REIMBURSEMENT
Any receipts for reimbursement or expenditure for the year
of 2011 must be in Irene’s office no later than Monday,
January 9, 2012 otherwise you will not be reimbursed.

ANNUAL REPORTS
All annual reports are due on MONDAY January 16, 2012
no exceptions. (From Pastors, President, all Committees and
Organizations Chair, and School Board)

Join us for a New Year’s Eve party in Memorial Hall
on Dec. 31, 2011 at 7:00 PM. The cost will be $15 per
person, children 12 and under will be $5. Baby sitting
will be available only if requested at $10 per child.
Please make your reservations for a baby sitter at least
2 weeks in advance of the party.

Entertainment will be provided by Ramlin Man, Bill
Dammann. Tamales will be served and we ask that you
bring a covered dish or dessert to share. Bring your
family and friends. All are welcome to enjoy this night
of reflection and fun! Make your reservations to join
us!

First Friday Concert
January 6, 2012 at 12:05 PM
Featuring Filippa Duke, organ
Music of J. S. Bach and Craig Phillips
A delightful meal follows each concert.
(Five dollar donation)

Filippa Duke, a native of Henderson, NC, is a doctoral
student at the University of Kansas where she is pursing the
DMA of Church Music (Organ Emphasis). She received the
Bachelor of Music degree in Organ Performance from East
Carolina University where she was a student of Janette
Fishell. Additional studies include the Certificate in
Advanced Performance Studies from ECU and study during
two residencies with Dame Gillian Weir and Ludger
Lohmann. She later earned the Master of Music degree from
Indiana University where she studied with Chris Young.

In addition to her collegiate studies, she participated in the
summer Oundle Institute for Organists in Cambridge,
England. As an undergraduate, Ms. Duke was the winner of
the 2005 Eastern Carolina Chapter of the Regional
competition for Young Organists and went on to place
second in the Regional Competition in Columbus, Georgia.
Additionally, she was a finalist in the 2007 and 2011 Arthur
Poister Scholarship Competition in Organ Playing. She was
recently selected to be an official competitor in the 2012
National Young Artists Competition in Organ Playing. She
has played recitals in the Southeast and Midwest, mostly
notably at the National Cathedral in Washington, Christ
Church Cathedral, Indianapolis, and St. Philip’s Cathedral in
Atlanta, GA.

A passionate church musician, Ms. Duke has served many
churches as an organist, choral conductor, and handbell
conductor. Most recently was the Church Music Intern at
West End United Methodist Church and was the 2010
recipient of the Peter M. Knock Scholarship in Church
Music. Currently, Ms. Duke serves as the Director of
Music/Organist at Westport Presbyterian Church in Kansas
City, MO as well as the Associate Organist for the Solemn
High Mass at Trinity Episcopal Church in Lawrence, KS.



Cell Phone Collection

Pastor Courter is again collecting our old used cell
phones for use by the poor. Please place the phones on
the table in his office. He will make a shipment in
January.

Cross Trails Ministry Trail Guide Program
Our Synod’s Cross Trails Ministry is looking for two
members of our congregation who would like to volunteer to
be the St John’s Cross Trails Ministry Trail Guides. This is a
wonderful opportunity to help enable more people in our
congregation to hear about all the great programs and events
that Cross Trails Ministry has to offer! Through the new
Trail Guide Program, Cross Trails Ministry can more fully
partner with St John’s, helping us to grow into a deeper
relationship with God! Training information for Trail
Guides will be sent directly to our St John’s volunteers.
Workshops for Trail Guides will be held on Sunday
afternoons in January and February at four different places
around our synod. Please identify yourself to Pastor Courter
if you would like to be involved in this congregational
ministry.

The St. John’s Luther League would like to thank
everyone for ordering Poinsettias in memory or honor
of a loved one.

ST. JOHN'S SHEEP

COLUMN RETURNS
BY Gloria Teegardin

Curtis and Frances Franz

I am honored to write about a couple at St. John's who
most of you know very well. This couple was baptized,
confirmed, and married at St. John's, and their two
children were also baptized and confirmed at St.
John's. Say hello to Curtis and Frances Franz. | am
sure many of you have been greeted very warmly by
Frances when you came to church for the first time.
Curtis is a bit quieter but has a keen interest in people
and a neat sense of humor.

After high school, Frances began working for an
attorney and later obtained a position at Kelly AFB
Security Service working as a secretary-steno. Frances
and Curtis were married in February, 1965 and they
began their family six years later. They have two
grown children, Jeanine and Darrell and one grandson,
Tyler, who is the bright light in their eyes. Frances has
always been very active volunteering for many groups.
In fact, Frances geared her life to volunteering, mostly
with the church, but also with the Fire Fighter's
Women's Auxiliary, in her kids’ schools, with fund
raisers, parenting classes and so much more. She was
honored with an "outstanding citizen award" from the
Fire Fighter's Auxiliary State organization. One of her
fond memories (or maybe not) was cooking Cowboy
Stew for 400 theologians in our old dining hall along
with members of WELCA.. She has been active in
WELCA for over 35 years.

Curtis retired as a firefighter with the City of San
Antonio. He is presently an adjunct at San Antonio
College First Responder's Academy. He graduated
from San Antonio College and the University of
Oklahoma. He was active in the Firefighter's Union
and presently is active in the San Antonio Fire and
Police Pension Assaciation.

Curtis and Frances enjoy traveling and have visited
many places both in the U.S. and in foreign countries.
Frances enjoys writing poetry, swimming, gardening
and especially for the past 15 years watching babies (1-
6 weeks old) for the School Age Parenting Program
with the Northside School district. During the
Christmas season, she enjoys baking for the WELCA
Cookie Walk which she has done for many years.



General Fund

Income

Weekly Commitment

Parking Lots

Cemetery Operating

Other Income

Income Transfer from Endowment
Fund

(designated for General & Cemetery Operations)
Transfer- Others- Designated Purposes

Total General Fund Income

Expenses
Salaries, Benevolence, General &
Committee Expenses

General Fund - Net Gain or (loss (-))

Restricted Funds
Restricted Income
Restricted Expenses

Restricted Fund - Net Gain or (loss (-))
Notes:

Benevolence

SW Texas Synod
TLU-Congregational Aid
TLU -General

CAM

SAMM

CSS

Synod Assembly Special Offering
SA Conference

Cross Trails Ministries
Lutheran Campus Ministries
LSS

SA Community - Churches
Pastoral Discretionary
Council Discretionary

Total Benevolence

Capital Reserve
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OFFERING AS OF
OCTOBER, 2011

Current
Month
25948.00
23440.27
175.00
6808.93
763.81
57136.01
53907.03
3228.98
7735.53
2393.73
5341.80
Budget Amount
Paid
20000 16666.66
650 650
1350 1350
1500 1500
1000 1000
1000 1000
1500 1500
500 500
300 300
1000 1000
250 250
250 250
250 189.22
4700
34250 26155.88
25200 2100

Balance

3333.34

cNeoNeolNeoNolNoNoNolNoNolNo

60.78
4700
8094.12

23100

Year to Date
237476.75
217580.33

1580.00
57948.50

8081.27
20684.52

543351.37

590706.39

-47355.02

100771.56

55413.29

45358.27
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