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From the desk of Pastor Skip:

Since the 1960’s, the work of a parish pastor has changed. I talked briefly about this last
month. To be honest, being a parish pastor is an impossible task. No one can adequately
fulfill all the expectations of the members of a congregation. When pastors try, they end
up hurting themselves as well as others. If a pastor wanted to assume all the
responsibilities of congregational living, I’m sure most congregational members would
not object! But when Pastors do try to do it all, they create major problems.

Let me explain. Pastor and people must be a team. Responsibility must be shared. There
is just simply too much to do in the act of “go and make disciples of all nations” for one
person to do it all. One set of spiritual gifts isn’t enough. We need an army! (Or an Air
Force!) We are organized as a church to function in a very specific way. The pastor is
called by a congregation as a coach is called to an athletic team. When a coach tries to
be a player too, the results prove disastrous. A pastor is called to train and equip a team
of Christians to fulfill its calling. A coach leads the team in preparing for the next game.
A coach trains the players to do their job. A coach challenges the players with a vision
of what they can do and become. But when the whistle blows, the coach remains on the
sideline. Therefore, St. John’s is a team made up of a coach and players. As your coach,
my responsibility is to get the right person in the right task, to educate that person to do
the task in the context of the vision and then to step back and get out of the way. That
way we carry out the mission of St. John’s as a team.

Here at St. John’s, I have to focus all my energy on my primary responsibilities. First, I
relive every day on my long drive downtown, the work of the Holy Spirit in bringing us
together. I know I was ordained and called to a specific place, for a group of specific
people, to do a specific set of pastoral tasks. First of these important tasks are the
preaching of God’s Word and the administration of the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy
Communion. Only an ordained, recognized, and called pastor can assume this
responsibility. Next is the call to teach, particularly as it relates to how Jesus intends to
use all the members of a congregation to carry out the mission to make disciples. Lastly,
the pastor is called to set the congregation’s vision. This is the prophetic role. Friends, 1
have a vision of what the Lord is calling St. John’s to be and do and I inherit in that call
the responsibility to determine where the congregation stands in fulfilling that vision.

What ties all three of these passions together is my call to be available to you when you
need me. In that availability lays my responsibility to communicate my vision for us as a
community and its inherent opportunities for ministry. What sometimes hinders that
availability is the temptation to take on an array of administrative tasks and assume the
role as leader of the St. John’s organizational structure. But we all know that managing a
staff or an organization does not require a theological education. In fact, a theological
education does nothing to prepare a pastor for this role. That is why this role is carried
out by the church officers and the council members you the congregation elect. As a
team, pastor and people, we both have to be vigilant at keeping these tasks clearly
defined.



In Our Prayers
Please pray for the following
members and friends and family of
the congregation:
Adeline Cavazos
Anselmo Martinez
Brian & Debbie Haas
Caroline & Robert Hahn
Cora Ottmers
Daniel Wood
Duane Jennings
Donna Zastawny
Florence De Paolo
Heidi Becker
Henry Grun
John Stapleton
Juanita Erich
Lucille Herndon
Lynn Ziese
Margaret Reynolds
Merikay Qualls
Michael Helms
Nita Poss
Norma Woelfel
Paul Erich
Pearl Land
Philip Lunning
Rebekah Lang
Sarah Longoria
Sophie Spark
Terri Ann Goode
Willie & Myrna Robinson

Family & Friends
Pam Kite
Marcia Hurni
Jim Long
Claudia Ball

Prayers for our Troops
Bob Recio
Casey Desmuke
Dan Leingang
Dennis Kruse
Eric Oglesbee
Jared Raymond
Marcus Buckley
Matthew Helms
Micah Jenkins
Michael Longoria
Samuel Tate

WA Cgoud

Thank you for these gifts received in
memory or honor of someone during
the month of March, 2011.

To the Glory of God

In Honor of:
Robert Cauble’s 70" birthday by
Mary & Ken Boehme

In Memory of:

Claudia Ball by Mary & Ken
Boehme

Charlie Edwards by Viola
Caraway, Delrose Cearley, Ruth
Kurth

Marcia Hurni by Alva & LeRoy
Schulmeier

Jim Long by Ruth Kurth

Bishop Arthur Rode by Delrose
Cearley, Leroy & Alva Schulmeier
Walter Schessenhagen by Mary
Jane Schessenhagen

Edgar Stahl by Ken & Mary
Boehme, Walter & Emma Melnyk
Henrietta Ehlo Taylor by Ken &
Mary Boehme

Our Christian Mission
Statements

St. John’s Church and Day School

“Forming Faithfulness to the
love of God

...in traditional worship,

...through enlivened discipleship

...with service and honor to all.”

CELL PHONES
FOR SOLDIERS

Pastor Courter is collecting
unused cell phones, iPhones,
iPods, and MP3 players as a part
of the cell phone donation drive
for US deployed military
personnel. Please bring your
unused items to his office. He
will mail them off at the end of
May.

CONGRATULATIONS

The Gathright Scholar Academic
Excellence Award was presented to
Elisabeth Mae Sulaica, Pharmacist
student at A & M University,
College Station. The Gathright
Scholar award is given yearly at the
Parents Weekend All-University
Awards Ceremony and carries a
great deal of prestige. The selection
criterion calls for nomination of
outstanding students by the dean of
their respective college. A criterion
for this award is that he or she has
the highest overall grade point ratio
within his or her college
classification. Elisabeth received this
award in her sophomore year and
again in her junior year. Elisabeth is
the daughter of Pastor Norm & Laura
Sulaica, Our Savior Lutheran, Three
Rivers and granddaughter of Ted &
Dorothy Bowles.

CONGRATULATIONS

Lori Romain, daughter of Delrose
Cearley, received the Support Staff
of the Year award from Spring
Branch Middle School.

St. John’s Council
Meeting Minutes

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church Congregation Council
Meeting minutes are posted on the
bulletin board outside Memorial
Hall.

First Friday Concert
St. John’s Lutheran Church
502 East Nueva
San Antonio, Texas

All concerts are free and begin at
12:05 PM. The concerts are followed
by a lunch served in Memorial Hall
(five dollar donation) Limited free
parking available
May 6, 2011 Victor D. Schaper
Organist, St. John’s
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We received a special thank you
from CAM for the donation of 10
bags of groceries in March. Our
donation of food was such a blessing
to their clients.

Be sure to come to the dinner and
Volunteer Fair, Wednesday, May
18", in Memorial Hall. There will be
guests from CAM, SAMM’s, and
Habitat for Humanity. All are
welcome.

Along with our continued Food
Drive in the month of May, CAM
is also in desperate need of men’s
clothing. CAM is in need of all
types of men’s clothing: shoes,
socks, underwear, shirts and pants.
They are completely out of these
items to distribute to their clients.
Items can be dropped off at CAM
(next to Grace Lutheran Church) or
at St. John’s. If you can, please
consider donating any of these items
to CAM so that they can help their
clients in need. As always, thank you
for your continued support.

Sandi Martin

Social Ministries Chairperson

Publication Deadline
Information for the next newsletter
must be submitted (preferably by
email) by Friday, May 13, 2011.
Information for the weekend
Bulletins and announcements are due
by Tuesday afternoon each week.
Submit to: Mary Boehme in the
church office: (ph.) 223-2611 x 200,
(fax) 223-5667, (email)
mboehme(@stjohnsroosterchurch.org.

SPRINGTIME IN OLD
LUTHERAN CEMETERY!

Spring is here and we will gather on
Saturday, May 7 for one of our two
annual workdays. The time is from 9
a.m. until noon and the place is Old
Lutheran Cemetery which is entered
from Center Street between Palmetto
and Monumental. This is our first
cemetery and is located north of
Commerce Street just north of the
old National Cemetery. Use the
flagpole in the National Cemetery as
a guide post. We have not worked in
Old Lutheran in almost two years.
Though it is generally in good
condition, there will be plenty of
trimming and clean up to
accomplish. As usual, wear long
pants, hats and work gloves and
bring your own garden tools
(clippers, loppers, etc.). We will
provide trash bags, bug spray, snacks
and drinks. There will be
refreshments for our devotional
break. Call Fred and Maria Pfeiffer
at 222-1585 or e-mail
ampfeiffer@sbcglobal.net if you
have questions. Come and work or
just to cheer us on! And remember,
if you can’t attend, please consider a
contribution to the Cemetery Trust
Fund to commemorate our departed
members.

ATTENTION ALL
ST. JOHN”S MEN!

The newly formed Men’s Group of
St John’s will hold their first “Men’s
Retreat” from Thursday afternoon 7
July until Sunday afternoon 10 July,
2011. Please see Pastor Skip for all
the details and begin checking your
personal, family and employment
schedules to free up this extended
weekend for the retreat of your life!!!

THE 5th SAN ANTONIO
RAGTIME FESTIVAL

May 14-15, 2011
10 AM - 5:00 PM
Downtown Market Square (Farmer's
Market) (612 W. Commerce)
FREE admission

FRIDAY EVENING CONCERT
May 13,2011
7:30 PM
The Radius Center
(106 Auditorium Circle)
Suggested donation: $10.00

SATURDAY EVENING
CONCERT
May 14, 2011
7:30 PM
The Radius Center
(106 Auditorium Circle)
Suggested donation: $10.00

SPECIAL
THANK Yyou

I just wanted to thank the Fiesta
Nueva Committee for all of their
hard work, it was great on Sunday.
The Mariachi Service was beautiful,
everything turned out great. It was
great to have so many Dignitaries
come for the service. A Very Special
Thank You to Bill Brewer, Tanya
Anderson, and Jan Saathoff for all of
there dedication and hard work for
this event. Again, thank you to
everyone on the Fiesta Nueva
Committee for all of your hard work.
Blessings, Ron Bara

Thank you to Pastor Skip for visiting
me in the hospital. I am currently
doing well at the Patriot Heights
Rehab center and I will be moving to
Houston on Friday March 25" to live
with my daughter Pam and her
family. Thank you for all of the
support from St. John’s throughout
the years. If you would like to keep
in touch please write to me at 1518
Avenue D, Katy, Texas 77493.
Thank you,

Pearl Land



Lenten Drama Series Pi Kappa Phi

St John’s has recently been blessed to join with a group of
young men from UTSA in a long term partnership. These
men are the newest members of the Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity,
Iota Beta Chapter UTSA. They have chosen to partner with
St John’s for their initial Chartering Installation which
occurred April 1% — 3™ at St John’s, and for future Member
Installation events. Their pledge to us in this partnership is
their time, volunteering on special projects each semester. In
addition, their national philanthropy is Push America and
one focus is accessibility, which has led them to several
weekend projects at Camp Chrysalis working on wheelchair
ramps and trail accessibility.

What a great success!! If you were unable to attend you
missed a great Lenten Drama Series. A special thank you
goes out to all who helped to make this a great success.

Their presentation on Sunday the 3™ of April was a generous
gift of colored children’s hand bells and other children’s
rhythm instruments. These will become a regular part of our
growing Sunday School program and Children’s Chapel.
The men of Pi Kappa Phi gifted these instruments as a thank
you to the congregation for hosting their installation
weekend. We are so blessed to have formed this

Kent Rooen depicting Pilot partnership, and pray for the continued success of these men
as they grow and strengthen their brotherhood.

Family Ministry News

Wow, what an amazing first three months our Children’s
Chapel and Under 3 class have had. We practice the Lord’s
Prayer each Sunday, Sing our hearts out, snack a little, and
usually leave a bit dirtier than when we arrived. I have found
dirt to be a good indicator of how much fun was had. The
parents who join me in The Beginning have shared great
stories, hard learned lessons and advice with all of us as we
explore the joys of Christian Parenting.

As our Family Ministry continues to grow, we need help!
This summer, July 18-22, St. John’s will host a traditional
Vacation Bible school, and we need teachers. Assistance
with topics like Art, Snacks, Games, and afternoon Service
projects for the older children, as well as bible lesson work
is what we are asking for. If you can help for one morning,
or all week, we need you!

Please contact me at KatieRode@gmail.com or 210-323-
0040 to ask questions or volunteer. You may get dirty, but I
guarantee it will be fun!

Peace,

Katie

der Deutsche Volkstanzverein von Dancers
of San Antonio performing at Fiesta Nueva



CONGRATULATIONS
MAY Birthdays

May 1 Alton B. Crusius
Manuel B. Alvarez
4 Andrew Fitzpatrick
5 Heidi Becker

Roy Hebert, Jr.
Deborah R. Behrens
Evan Bohmann

11 Kathryn Krueger

12 Dr. Jon Moline
Adeline Cavazos
Flor Rosen
Shane Reynolds

13 Betty Joyce Chavana

16 Gary E. Ahrens
Haven Baya Castillo

17 Berkleigh Bowling

18 Andrea Blair
Rev. Walter Courter
Rebekah Lang

19 Briana Brietzke

20 Kimberly Ball
Ashlynd Judy
Sondra McNiel

21 Ella Mae Wolff
Duane Jennings
Harold Spivey
Erika Trevino

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Pearl V. Land
Ross Halvorson

Jane Crews
Brig Lopez

Carson Dale Lear
Sharon Collier
Kelly Beck

Sherry Taraskiewicz
Addison Darchicourt

Sylvia Urrabaz

Danny Cavazos
Ryan Park

Betty S. Boldt
Kay Jennings

Dorothy Bowles
Annie J. Zoll

Janet M. Mack
Evan James Moore

Children waiting for wiggle waggle train at Fiesta Nueva

They are having a great time!



This Month’s Events

Malaria Project Special Offering —
Sunday, May 1

First Friday Concert
May 6 at 12:05 PM

San Antonio Conference Mtg., May 7
at St. John’s, 10:00 AM

Cemetery, Clean-up, May 7, 9:00 AM
Exec. Comm. Mtg. May 9, 6:00 PM
Men’s Group, May 10, 6:30 PM

WELCA Bus Trip to Los Patios,
May 12, 10:30 AM

South Western Texas Synod
Assembly, Delegates — Barbara
Nellermoe, Brittany Weaver, Nancy &
Carlos Codina, May 13-15

Tiding Articles Due, Friday, May 13,
Email articles to church

Voci di Sorelle Concert,
May 15, 3:00 PM

Committee Mtgs. May 16, 5:30 PM
Council Mtg. May 16, 7:00 PM
St. John’s Quilters, May 18, 11:00 AM

5" Sunday Round Table Discussion
after church, May 29

Sunday School Room Clean-up Day,
May 29 at 12:00 PM

Freedom by Design
Our Lutheran Campus Ministry group (all architecture
students at UTSA under the instruction of St. John’s
member SueAnn Pemberton Hough) is looking for projects
to help the handicapped or elderly live more easily in their
homes by designing and building ramps, hand rails, wider
doors, or other home improvements. The program is called
“Freedom by Design,” and if you or someone you know
might need this assistance, please notify Pastor Skip at 210-
223-2611 or SueAnn at 210-226-4675.

THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA

The Women of the ELCA will meet Thursday, May 12
at 10:30 (note the time) in the Memorial Hall.

Program: A field trip to Los Patios for our annual
Mothers Day Luncheon. The Shops do not open until
around 11:00 so you may shop after Lunch. Some may
want to shop or just sit out and enjoy the peaceful
outdoors while others shop.

Some of the ladies will be going on the Church Bus

with Pastor Skip at the wheel and some driving their
own cars. We will leave around 10:45 and return by
2:00.

Hannah Group has 3rd Sun. Refreshments & Kitchen
Cleanup for the month of May.

We welcome guests!
Please call Jo Ferguson at 490-4174 if more
information is needed.

Passion Sunday Thank You’s

What a great beginning to Holy Week! There is a huge
list of people who made very significant contributions
to our congregation on Passion Sunday. A humongous
thank you goes out to:

Sam and Nina Mendez, Kristin Grayson,
Deleyce Tietze and the Christian Education Committee
for the church picnic and Easter Egg Hunt for the kids;

Victor and Marie Schaper for the beautiful
palm branches;

Our musicians, Ken Turner, Victor Schaper
and the outstanding Choir for a truly inspiring anthem;
Katie Rode, parents, and the inaugural

offertory of the Children’s Church choir;

Slade Herb, Felicia Alvarez, Ross Halvorson,
Lee Moore, Eric Wilson, Walter and Lizzy Wilson,
Dan Robinson, Roger Steckly, Marie and Josh
Hollinger for the dramatic reading of The Passion;

Kent Rooen for the mime of the Gospel story,

And the ushers, book bearer, crucifer,
Assisting Minister, Altar Guild and everyone in
attendance!

It was a beautiful day: thank you, thank you, thank
you.



Fiesta Nueva Huge Success!

If you were not here, you missed a great day! The
Mariachi Service was wonderful and the Fiesta Nueva
was fun for all! Here is Jon and Amy Bohmann
processing during the service. Thank you to all who

helped with this great day and those who were a part of

it in any way. Following are the names of the people
who won the raffle.

1 —Terry H.

2 — Karen Knudson

3 — Sandi Martin

4 — Susan Voss-Hermann
5 — Susan Voss-Hermann
6 — Cheryl Goode

7 — Kathleen Stellema

8 — Kathleen Stellema

9 — Henry Uhr

10 — Jo Reimer

11 — Susan Voss-Hermann
12 — Alfred Becker

13 — Thomas Lieck

King Gallo VII, Robert Hein and the future King Gallo VIII,
Jon Bohmann, with El Rey Feo LXIII, Bill Drain

Dear Brothers & Sisters in the Lord:

Our friends from El Cenizo are in need of materials to
clean their homes due to the fires in our area.

We need tools like rakes, shovels, axes, push hoes,
picks, etc. Cleaning materials such as chlorine, soap,
detergent, brooms, mops, paper towels and cloths are
needed. Plastic containers and carts to move the burned
material is also needed. Seven families lost their

homes or mobile homes and 20

families have very dirty walls from smoke damage. You can
help us if you wish to by donating materials or sending a
check for your donation on behalf

of Lutheran Mission in Laredo and we will send

you a receipt for your donation. Items may be left at the
church and we will come and pick them up or make your
check payable to El Cenizo Mission and drop it in the
offering plate. Delrose will send the donations to El Cenizo
and let them know to pick up the items donated.

Thank you for your solidarity.

In the love of Christ

Mariana Mendez

Lutheran Mission in Laredo

A Shining Finish to

Chamber Choir’s 6™ Season
The San Antonio Chamber Choir will finish their 6™ season
on May 21* and 22™ with a program titled “Let There Be
Light.” The program will feature the premiere performance
of American composer Timothy Kramer’s Lux Caelestis.
The piece has five movements which are unique
interpretations of light, each in a different language
including Hebrew, Avestan, Pali, Sanskrit, and Latin. It will
be a thrill simply to hear the 24 member professional choir
articulate these diverse languages!

The program will also include works from Britten,
Lauridsen, and Rindfleisch. Songs of earth, fire, and water
will bring this program and the Missions Season to a close.
Under the direction of Scott MacPherson, the founding
Artistic Director/Conductor, this is a must see performance.

Saturday, May 21* at 8:00pm at Mission Concepcién
Sunday, May 22" at 4:00pm at Basilica of the Little Flower

Additional details including directions and tickets are
available on the Chamber Choir website
www.sachamberchoir.org. Tickets can also be purchased at
the door.

Voci di Sorelle Concert
Ruth Moreland,
Founder/Artistic Director,
St. John’s Lutheran Church
May 15, 2011
3:00 PM - Admission Charge



SAN ANTONIO COMMUNITY OF
CONGREGATIONS

Dear Rev. Courter,

On behalf of the San Antonio Community of
Congregations, please accept our thanks for the
generous donation we received from St. John’s
Lutheran Church.

We could not continue the work of this vital
organization without you. The city of San Antonio
depends on SACOC to continue to bring the faith
community together to find new and innovative ways
to help the people of our city.

Thank you for being a part of the San Antonio
Community of Congregations. Together we can
continue to be a force for good in our community.
Sincerely,

Jeanne Goodlin

Executive Director

You, your family, and your friends
Are invited to join
Grace Lutheran Church for the
Martin Davis Memorial Fish Fry
and Silent Auction

Sunday, May 15" in Fetter Hall
11:30 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church
504 Avenue E at McCullough

Serving: Lots of Catfish, Hush Puppies, French Fries,
Onion Rings, Coleslaw, and Dessert

Tickets: $8.00 for Adults
$4.00 for Children (twelve and under)

Contacts: John Tezel at 508-1624
Kenneth Albert at 341-4867
Grace’s Office: Cheryl at 226-9131

Proceeds will benefit a special project in
Martin’s honor.

DISCIPLESHIP PROJECT

The Synod Youth Ministry Task Force and Texas
Lutheran University are joining together in a special
program to be held Sunday, 26 June through Thursday,
30 June. This Discipleship program is a “live-in”
training and leadership event that deepens and
broadens the spiritual disciplines of youth. Some St.
John’s youth are planning to attend but Pastor Courter
needs a female (over 21 years old) who would be free
and interested in accompanying our youth and youth
from MacArthur Park Lutheran Church. The need is
urgent, so please offer it up in your prayer life and
listen to what Jesus might say. All adult leader
expenses will be paid.

Annual Rummage Sale
St Paul Lutheran Church
May 14, 2011
2302 South Presa,

(210) 532-7341

9:00 to 2:00 PM
Over 40 vendors selling,
Vendor sites are $10.00

Contact St. Paul if you are interested in a site.

Shepherd King Lutheran Church
303 West Ramsey Rd.

Congregational Day Camp for elementary school age
children is being offered during the week of July 3-8,
2011. The cost is $35 and is limited to the first 30
campers. Please call 210-344-5881 to apply and for
more information.

Crowning of King Gallo the VIII, Jon Bohmann



General Fund

Income

Weekly Commitment

Parking Lots

Cemetery Operating

Other Income

Income Transfer from Endowment
Fund

(designated for General & Cemetery Operations)
Transfer- Others- Designated Purposes

Total General Fund Income

Expenses
Salaries, Benevolence, General &
Committee Expenses

General Fund - Net Gain or (loss (-))

Restricted Funds
Restricted Income
Restricted Expenses

Restricted Fund - Net Gain or (loss (-))
Notes:

Benevolence

SW Texas Synod
TLU-Congregational Aid
TLU -General

CAM

SAMM

CSS

Synod Assembly Special Offering
SA Conference

Cross Trails Ministries
Lutheran Campus Ministries
LSS

SA Community - Churches
Pastoral Discretionary
Council Discretionary

Total Benevolence

Capital Reserve

OFFERINGS

AS OF FEBRUARY, 2011

Current
Month

22296.50
17866.67
350.00
6104.84

805.43

47423.44

57790.88

-10367.44

4730.08
721.50

4008.58

Budget Amount
Paid

20000 3333.29
650
1350

1500 1500
1000
1000
1500

500 500

300 300
1000

250 250
250
250
4700

34250 5883.29

25200 4200

Year to
Date

44505.00
31824.83

555.00
11396.04

1584.07
1050.00

90914.94

118951.82

-28036.88

30975.61
1067.26

29908.35

Balance

16666.71
650

1350

0

1000
1000
1500

0

0

1000

0

250
250.00
4700
28366.71

21000
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