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from the desk of Pastor Skip

A student of Martin Luther once asked the esteemed Professor, “Where was God before the creation of the world?” Luther replied,
“God was making hell for those who ask silly questions like this.” What Luther was actually saying was quite simple. We do well to
concentrate our efforts on what God has disclosed to us about Himself and not give a second thought to those matters He hasn’t
revealed. To speak endlessly of our human speculation about God is pointless. Luther, above all, was frustrated by his contempo-
raries who continually shared their combined ignorance. He commented, “Academic rhetoric but does not lead anyone to salva-
tion.” It was sort of a slap in the face to his own profession.

The God who raised Jesus from the dead doesn’t really ever reveal much about His “Godness.” God in the Old Testament appears
in the mask of specific events linked to the history of Israel. And in the New Testament, Jesus becomes the most dominant mask in
history. We Christian talk of a God who descends. This is offensive to all other world religions who profess a powerful “other-
worldly” god to whom we humans must ascend either by moral achievement or idle speculation. But the Father of Jesus Christ joins
us humans in the time between our birth and death. Jesus, Himself, arrives through a refugee family, grows up amid the ordinary,
and ends life gasping for breath between two thieves.

“What is above us is none of our business,” Luther told the philosopher Erasmus of Rotterdam. Erasmus speculated about the
“Godness of God.” He wrote of how God might exercise divine power, whom God might love or not love, and many other aspects
of divine being. To Luther such speculation was an example of idolatry, playing God with the power of human reason. Luther
commented that this is the truest expression of original sin and illustrated his point in the story of the serpent who wooed Adam and
Eve with the temptation “to be like God.”

Luther insisted that proper God-talk focus on the God disclosed in Jesus rather than on the God imagined beyond Jesus. “Learn
Christ and him crucified,” Luther told a puzzled friend. “To seek God outside Jesus is the Devil. Theologians become fools when
they investigate mysteries which ought only to be worshipped. As a result, many break their necks.” Luther always had a way with
words!

It was Luther’s study of St. Paul and his reflections on the Old Testament book of Habakkuk that lead him to the discovery of a God
who “crossed the bridge,” embodied himself in Jesus of Nazareth and descended to ungodly people in unconditional love. Luther
concluded that God had come in Christ to take away the burden of guilt and replace it with the promise of being accepted without
merit. It was Luther’s “born again” experience.

To be wooed into such a faith is the love story of Christianity. Again and again in the Bible we encounter story after story of the
God who woos us humans back into a new and living relationship with Him that is beyond sin and death. This is the Gospel. “Faith
comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ” (Romans 10:17.) Luther rediscovered that it takes
two to generate faith in the merciful God: one to tell the story of what God did in Christ and another to fall in love with that story.
He wrote, “Our theology is certain because it snatches us away from ourselves and places us outside of ourselves, so that we do not
depend on our own strength, conscience, reason, experience, person, work or thought, but rather depend on that which is outside
ourselves, that is, on the promise and truth of God revealed in Holy Scripture which can not deceive.

continued on page 4



In Our Prayers

Please pray for the following mem-
bers and friends and family of the
congregation:

Alfred & Rosie Saenz

TR gou!

In Memory of continued:

TR gou!

Thank you for these gifts received in

Alison Donatucci
Ardene Wuthrich
Avrlene Rushing
Aaron Baker Sr.

Blake Tondre & Family

Brenda Buell
Cameron Saenz
Carol Baker
Cora Ottmers
Daniel Wood
Edgar Stahl
Elaine Kourt
Ella May Wolff
Elton Boehme
Gail Folk
Gladys Garrett
Heather Barta
Henry Grun
Hope Garcia
John Perez
Judi Bullington
Julia Chatwell
Julie Wedel
Karl Nentwich
Ken Ferguson
Lillian Bourgeois
Linda Ruger
Lisa Giusti
Louis Vance
Mark Rech
Michael Helms
Michael Larson
Mildred Saathoff
Nick Doize
Ralph Evans
Robert Hengel
Wesley Wolfshohl

Zachary Teegardin

Family & Friends
Tommy Chavana

Prayers for our Troops

Bob Recio
Dan Leingang
Dennis Kruse
Eric Oglesbee
Jared Raymond
Matthew Helms

memory or honor of someone during
the month of March, 2010:

To the Glory of God
In Honor of:

Ruth Schriewer’s 95 Birthday by
Henrietta Ehlo Taylor

In Memory of:

Marian Brewer by Jack & Susan
Park; Mary C. Motley; Victor &
Marie Schaper

Dorothy Gass by George & Lanell
Floerke; Elsie Saathoff

Karen Olson by Deborah & Jim
Ables; Glen & Alfrieda Anderson;
C.D. Aniol; Billy & Francine Baskin;
Ron & Lori Bauml; Alfred & Heidi
Becker; Rick & Jodi Boshart; Mary
Lou Clarke; Betty J, Drury; Members
of St. John’s Evangelism Committee;
Pam & Herb Garteiser; Charles &
Dorothy Gibbs; Col. Michael & Mary
Hogan; Jack & Candy Holbrook; Jeff
& Diane Holbrook, Jon & Christina
Holbrook; Mr. & Mrs. Michael E.
Hollern; Karen & Lee Iredale; Bill &
Anni Kopfer; Carol Klem; Ruth
Kurth; William & Barbara Maddox;
Jean McPherson; Mr. & Mrs. Bill
Meier; Jennifer & Jason Meyers;
Richard & Janie Nash; Howard H.
O’Hara; Jack & Susan Park; Nita
Schaper; Victor & Marie Schaper,
Chris, Kelly, Canyon, Jon & Jordyn;
Leroy & Alva Schulmeier; Timothy &
Mary Stewart; Archie & Opal
Tergerson and Tammy, Lacey & Trey
Mackleroy; Bob & Kay Tergerson,
Meredith Tergerson, Mark Harris &
Trevar & Taryn Tacker; Lucienne &
Karl Traeger; Madeline Weaver;
Elizabeth & Stephen Wendel;
Deboreh & Randy White

Virginia Truex Simms by Grace L.
Blesi Neitzke

Oscar Valdez by Delrose Cearley

Kenneth Weaver by Esperanza
(Hope) Garcia; Pam & Herb Gar-
teiser; Marilyn Hartung; Karen & Lee
Iredale; Ruth Kurth; Jack & Susan
Park; Maria & Fred Pfeiffer; Robert
R. Ressmann; Victor & Marie
Schaper; Ken & Doris Taggart;
Lucienne & Karl Traeger

Elnora Zunker by Agnes Behrens &
Family; Edgar Boehme & Patricia
Bernhard; Mary & Ken Boehme;
Betty S. Boldt; Stan & Marilyn
Brehm; James O. Bullock; Viola
Caraway; Delrose Cearley; Lucile
Dammann; Florence Wells DePaolo;
Cheryl L. Dwyer; Estella Eckhardt;
Larry & Stacy Eckhardt; Loreen
Eckhardt & Family; Ken & Jo
Ferguson; Jeff & Sherry Fletcher; Jeff
& Leslie Franz; Esperanza (Hope)
Garcia; Ruth Haas; Mr. & Mrs.
Daniel Heiman; Karen & Lee Iredale;
Aline V. Kidwell; Ruth Kurth; Grace
Neitzke & Bill Neitzke; Victor &
Marie Schaper; Ron & Belinda
Schmidt; LeRoy & Alva Schulmeier;
Leroy & Marjorie Seipp; Ruth Shipp;
Harold & Mary Ann Spivey; Nancy
Sivyer; Roy Stroeher Family; Rudy &
Betty Olfers & Family; Madeline
Weaver; Elizabeth & Stephen
Wendel; St. John’s Women of the
ELCA

PUBLICATION
DEADLINE
Information for the next newslet-
ter must be submitted (preferably

by email) by Friday, June 11,
2010. Information for the week-
end bulletins and announcements
are due by Tuesday afternoon
each week. Submit to: Mary
Boehme in the church office:
(ph.) 223-2611 x 200, (fax) 223-
5667, (email)
mboehme@stjohnsroosterchurch.org.



‘BAPTISM

Congratulations to Alex and Raelyn Cauble on the
baptism of their daughter, Alexa Lynn, on April 4,
2010.

Congratulations to Nicholas and Amy Buchnowski on
the baptism of their daughter, Kiley Corinne, on
April 11, 2010.

Congratulations to Matthew Hughes and Sandra
Buchnowski on the baptism of their daughter, Allison
Marie, on April 11, 2010.

CONGRATULATIONS
May Birthdays
May 1 Alton B. Crusius
Carl S. Leafstedt
Manuel B. Alvarez
2 Nathan Mellenbruch
4 Andrew Fitzpatrick
5 Heidi Becker
Roy Hebert, Jr.
Deborah R. Behrens
7 Mae C. Sapp

10 Derek Schlameus
Wendell Leafstedt

11 Kathryn Krueger

12 Dr. Jon Moline
Adeline Cavazos
Flor Rosen
Shane Reynolds

13 Betty Joyce Chavana
16 Jessie Hernandez

Gary E. Ahrens
Haven Baya Castillo

CONGRATULATIONS
May Birthdays

Continued

16 Jessie Hernandez
Gary E. Ahrens
Haven Baya Castillo

17 Berkleigh Bowling

18 Andrea Anderson
Rev. Walter Courter
Karen Nelms
Brooke Robison

19 Briana Brietzke

20 Sondra McNiel
Kimberly Ball

21 Ella Mae Wolff
Duane Jennings
Harold Spivey
Erika Trevino

22 Pearl V. Land
Lauren Nelms

23 Jane Crews
Brigido Lopez

24 Carson Dale Lear

25 Sharon Collier
Kelly Beck
Sabrina Garza
Joseph D. Martin

26 Sherry Taraskiewicz
Addison Darchicourt

27 Sylvia Urrabaz
James Gomez

28 Danny Cavazos
Ryan C. Park

29 Betty S. Boldt
Kay Jennings

30 Dorothy Bowles
Annie J. Zoll

31 Janet M. Mack
Evan James Moore



continued from page 1

For Luther there is no cooperation between human effort
and God’s grace. Luther’s key assumption is that faith in
God is activated by what appears to be a personal decision
but what is in reality the calling and stirring of the Holy
Spirit within. Here again, it is an outside force acting upon
the heart of man. It is a word from outside that promises
radical change. That is the way the God of the Bible woos
us like a true lover who, in the crucified Christ, offers
gospel power to those who turn their hearts to the cross.

Jesus’ crucifixion revealed God’s descent to a world at war
with its Creator. Traditional religion, however expressed,
tends to drive one to strive upward in a human search for
meaning, definition, and a sense of order. We must always
be on guard for this temptation. Christians are cross-
minded, “having the mind of Christ” (not one of their own)
“who humbled himself and because obedient unto death,
even the death on a cross” (Philippians 2:5-9). The cross
reveals to us that our goodness will never be good enough!
The cross calls us to move sideways into a world that needs
to hear the story of God’s descent into a human being,
Jesus. This horizontal move is a challenge to what is
popular; we don’t worship power, success, pleasure, money;,
good feelings, ego gratification or trust in human achieve-
ment. We will always have the lure for a religion propelled
by human reason, deliberation, and a God of our own
making. But that all comes crashing down at the foot of the
cross. There we are always wooed back into a covenant of
eternal love by the God who hides himself in Jesus Christ.
The cross calls all out hearts and our total mind to focus on
what the Holy Scriptures teach us about our Creator. Where
can you find the time to wander away from our true source
of information, grace, and love.

Our Christian Mission Statements

St. John’s Church
“Forming Faithfulness to the love of God
...in traditional worship,
...through enlivened discipleship
...with service and honor to all.”

St. John’s Day School
“As a ministry of the congregation,
St. John’s Lutheran Day School
provides a safe, nurturing Christ-centered
environment for young children.”

FIRST FRIDAY CONCERTS
St. John’s Lutheran Church
502 East Nueva
San Antonio, Texas

All concerts begin at 12:05 PM and are followed
by a light lunch served in Memorial Hall (five
dollar donation). Limited free parking available.

May 7, 2010  Winston Churchill High School
Chorale
Ken Turner, director

Other Concerts

Voci di Sorelle

Love and Light: A Celebration of
Women Composers

Ruth Moreland,

Founder/Artistic Director

3:00 PM — Admission Charge

May 2, 2010

Brunch for the Cure |/ £

May 1, 2010 is the annual Komen Race for the Cure here in
downtown San Antonio. We will again be having the
Brunch for the Cure here at St. John’s. This brunch is not
only for those participating in the race or breast cancer
survivors, but for all those whose lives have been affected
by cancer. We want to honor all cancer survivors, those
fighting cancer; those that have lost the fight, and their
families and friends that suffer or have suffered right along
with them. The cost is a requested $7.00 donation for adults
or $3.00 for children under 10 and will begin around 10:00
AM. If you want to participate in the race and would like
to be a part of a team, contact Lucienne Traeger at 830-335-
2376 or email her at lucibt@gvtc.com. She is also taking
donations if you would like to sponsor her in the race. If
you would like to join us for the brunch, please contact Pam
Garteiser at 210-534-0432, or email her at
garteiser@sbcglobal.net. You can also call the church
office at 210-223-2611, or send an email to
mboehme@stjohnsroosterchurch.org. Please let us know if
you will be attending. If you are bringing a group, please
let us know how many are planning to attend so we know
how much food to fix.




St. John’s Council Meeting Minutes

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Congregation
Council Meeting minutes are posted on the bulletin
board outside Memorial Hall.
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QUILTING SCHEDULE
FOR MAY & JUNE

May 13, Thursday, 1:00
May 19, Wednesday, 11:30

JUNE - NO QUILTING

VAT o

I would like to thank my St. John’s Family for all the
beautiful cards and most important for their prayers
during my illness. A special thanks goes out to my
pastor, Skip, to Pastor Steve, Mrs. Grace Neitzke and
her family for all their support. I love you all! May
God bless you for all your kindness.

God’s Blessings,
Esperanza (Hope) Garcia

R

Thank you, Pastor Skip for your nice visit with my
family and I during my stay in the hospital. Thanks,
also to the members for their calls, cards and con-
cerns.

Ken Ferguson

Fiesta Nueva Committee
The Fiesta Nueva Committee will be holding its
Fiesta Nueva Committee Dinner on Thursday night,
May 13, at LaFonda Oak Hills, 350 Northaven at 6:30
PM. All Committee Members should plan to attend.
Any questions may be referred to Bill Brewer at
699-0543 or 710-9563. Thank you

THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA

The Women of the ELCA will meet Thurs., May 13 at 10
AM

Program: Salad Luncheon

Kitchen Cleanup and WELCA Refreshments: All Circles
3rd Sunday Refreshments: Hannah Circle

Please note the change in time! Each lady is to bring a
favorite salad. All ladies of St. John’s are invited and guests
are welcome! On previous Mother’s Days we have honored
our mothers and ourselves. This year we would like to
honor our grandmothers. If you have a picture of her and
would like to share it and/or a story about your grand-
mother, please do so!

Let’s have a big turn out! This is always one of our favorite

R

My heart goes out to the many members of our dear church
who either attended my Mother’s funeral, sent memorials,
cards, or called. My Mother cherished the friendships she
had for many, many years and cherished her faith in God
here at St. John’s. We will surely miss her gentleness and
especially miss her quilt-making. She was so pleased that
the quilting guild was continuing to make quilts.

We want to thank the ushers, sound person, organist, and
especially Roger for singing “Taste and See”. It was
beautiful. Also, we thank Luci Traeger and Sylvia Foster for
helping with communion and Lisa from the Day School for
babysitting. At the reception, Alva Schulmeier, Jo Ferguson,
and Loreen Eckhardt were such great help; we can’t thank
them enough. Mary Boehme was a tremendous help while
dealing with all the details of the funeral. A million thanks.

And we can’t forget Pastor Courter—what a precious
homily he gave. We thank God for his servanthood.

God’s love and mine (and my family),
Frances Franz (daughter of Elnora Zunker)



SPRING IN NEW
LUTHERAN CEMETERY!

Our spring cemetery workday will be held on Satur-
day, May 1, from 9 a.m. until noon—in New Lutheran
Cemetery. The cemetery is entered from Dakota
Street between Palmetto and South New Braunfels.
This is our largest cemetery and we are always busy!
We hope that it will be a beautiful spring day, but we
will reschedule in case of rain. Remember to wear
long pants, hats and work gloves and to bring your
own garden tools (clippers, loppers, etc.). We will
provide trash bags, bug spray, snacks and drinks. Our
mid-morning refreshment break will include a short
devotional. We are also trying to photograph the
entire cemetery, so if you prefer cameras to tools,
bring your digital camera and we will assign you a
section. Call Fred and Maria Pfeiffer at 222-1585 or
e-mail ampfeiffer@sbcglobal.net if you have ques-
tions. We welcome workers and observers alike and
hope to see you there! If you can’t attend, please
consider a contribution to the Cemetery Trust Fund to
commemorate our departed members.

PUBLICATION
DEADLINE

Information for the next newsletter must be submitted
(preferably by email) by Friday, June 11, 2010.
Information for the weekend bulletins and announce-
ments are due by Tuesday afternoon each week.
Submit to: Mary Boehme in the church office:

(ph.) 223-2611 x 200, (fax) 223-5667, (email)
mboehme@stjohnsroosterchurch.org.

HAPPY NEWS

Scott Mason, son of former member Cheryl (Neitzke)
Dwyer and grandson of Grace Neitzke, has recently been
promoted to full Professor of Industrial Engineering at the
University of Arkansas where he has been teaching since
fall 2000. This summer, he and his family will be moving to
Clemson, SC, as he has recently accepted Clemson
University’s offer to become the inaugural Fluor Corpora-
tion Endowed Chair in Supply Chain and Logistics and
Professor of Industrial Engineering, effective July 1, 2010.
The chair is backed by a $4 million endowment, so this is a
great opportunity for both Scott and Clemson University.
Scott, Andrea and their children, Matthew, Rebecca, and
Jessica, are looking forward to this new chapter in their
lives. As Scott said, “We truly have been blessed by all our
friends, colleagues, and students over almost 10 years in
Fayetteville, AR.”

Prayers Needed for Missionary Trip
Zion Lutheran Church of Helotes is sending a Mission team
to Rwanda, Africa Sept. 16-27, 2010. They will be minister-
ing to widows and orphans and helping to build schools and
local housing. My nephew, Donn Carmichael, and a friend
of ours, Stephanie Brandt are on this team and have said
they need my prayers and that of St. John’s members as they
go on this trip. Each member is to raise $3,000 for their trip
and need $2,500 by June 24 and the rest by Aug. 24. They
are only asking for prayers, but if anyone is able to help
with their expenses, please send it to World Indigenous
Missions, 2409 Lifehaus Industrial Drive, New Braunfels,
TX 78130. On the front left bottom corner of the envelope
write the name of either Donn Carmichael or Stephanie
Brandt— or you can write For Missionary and their name
on a separate piece of paper and put it in the envelope with
the check. Your prayers and/or contribution would mean so
much to them. Donn and his wife, Carol, went to Honduras
in 2009 where they helped build houses and dig water
wells. Their trip was very productive and a life rewarding
experience.
Blessings to all St. John’s members,
Grace Neitzke

Trinty Luthern Church
5520 S. Flores St.
210-924-1733
Annual BBQ Chicken
Dinner & Bazaar
May 6, 2010
3:00 pm till 7:00 pm
$7.00 Plate Donation
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

MADISON DIANE PEAVLER

Madison was born on Wednesday, March 31, 2010 at
4:24 PM. She weighed 7 Ibs and 6 0z and was

20 % inches long. Proud parents are Kim and Shawn
Peavler. Proud grandparents are Rosemary & Bernie
Petry. Proud great grandmother is Cora Ottmers.
Proud aunt and uncles are Rhonda & Anthony Mecke
and Bryan Petry. Proud cousins are JT and Reagan
Mecke.
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On May 2™ following the worship service, Social Min-
istries will be sponsoring a Community Service/\Volun-
teer Fair. Various organizations that we support finan-
cially will set up booths and have volunteer informa-
tion available to all who are interested. Please check
out these volunteer opportunities on that date and sign
up where you are needed. This will be for volunteer
opportunities only - these organizations will not be re-
questing monetary donations. Pastor Skip has preached
that we need to reach out and be a presence in our com-
munity - this is one way that we can do just that.

Sandi Martin

Social Ministries Chairperson

Highland Park Lutheran Church
705 Hammond Avenue
Mexican Dinner to benefit the
American Cancer Society

Wednesday, May 19, 2010
11:00 am to 1:00 pm and 4:00 to 7:00 pm

Adults: $7.00 Children under 12 $4.00

Food to go available.

M TEAM!

We have a date for a 2010 Roadtrip in our new bus.
No destination yet, but the weekend is booked.
PLEASE, mark your family calendars and save the
weekend for your friends at church. 10-12 SEPTEM-
BER!

FOODR
DRIVE

Members of St. John’s are asked to bring “Non-
Perishable Food Items” each Sunday in 2010.

SOCIAL MINISTRY

The Social Ministry Committee are asking the mem-
bers of St. John’s to bring the following items during
the month specified:
May - Towels and Pillow Cases for SAMM
June - Peanut Butter & Jelly for CAM
October - Cans of Green Beans, Corn,

Cranberry Sauce for CAM

Acolytes and parents

This is to announce to all acolytes and their parents
that we now have new leadership of this important
ministry group. Ms. Ashley Goode, a long time
St. John’s acolyte in her youth, will be taking over the
leadership of the Acolyte corp. Thanks, Ashley for
stepping up to this critical task. She will be making
contact with you all real soon.

Pastor Skip Courter

Fiesta Nueva Raffle Ticket Winners

Sammy Stanage — 42” LCD HDTV

Dawn Tewalt - $500 Gift Card

Sandi Martin - $400 Gift Card

Johnny Cearley — Two — One night stay at Hotel
Indigo Riverwalk

Misty Mayo — Two — One night stay at any Drury
Brand Hotel

Carol Wendel - $300 Gift Card

Cynthia Graves — WII Bundle

Michele McCartney — IPOD Touch

Sandra Garcia - $200 Gift Card

Christina Stade - $100 Gift Card



St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Fiesta Nueva 2011
Poster Contest
Contest Rules:

+ You must be a member, friend of a member or know
of St. John’s Lutheran Church.

+Suggested media might include: oil/acrylic/tempera/
watercolors/illustrations/prints/computer graphics but
not necessarily limited to these. However, entries
should not contain florescent or metallic colors.
+Reference to St. John’s, the color Red and a rooster
should be incorporated someway in the design. The
date will be added after the contest.

+Entries are to be in a vertical format, not to exceed
28" high by 22” wide, generally not smaller than 21”
high and 16.5” wide.

+ Work should be submitted, production ready, and
mounted on a sturdy surface such as foam core. Do
not sign or identify yourself on the front of the entry.
Please secure personal information on the back of the
entry.

+The Fiesta Nueva committee may ask the winning
entry to make changes before the poster is printed.

+ Submit your entry no later than July 11, 2010 to
the church office.

SAMMIinistries
You are cordially invited to attend the First Tuesday
Coffee for SAMMinistries At the Haven for Hope
Campus. The coffees are held the first Tuesday of
April and May, 8:00 am to 9:30 am, at the Haven for
Hope Visitor’s Center Conference Room B. Come
learn about SAMMIinistries’ current programming and
our move into Haven for Hope campus. For more
information, please contact Annie Reeves at (210)
340-0302 or by email at areeves@samm.org.

8

St.John’s Family,

Thank you for keeping our family in your prayers.
Our little Madison has been a fighter since birth. All
of your thoughts and prayers have helped to heal her
much faster than expected. We were blessed to bring
her home on Wednesday, April 7 after her week stay
in the NICU. We have been trying to adjust to our
new schedule and lack of sleep. Madison is a wonder-
ful baby and has stolen our hearts. It is amazing how
much joy she has already brought into our lives. We
can’t wait for everyone to meet her.

God Bless,

Kim and Shawn Peavler




SERVANTS OF THE FIRST QUARTER 2010

PAM GARTEISER
LUCIENNE TRAEGER
VICKI GULLICKSON

Work well done during the Lenten Season. These ladies prepared and served the lunch after each noon
service during the 2010 Lenten Season. Thank you from your St. John’s family.
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