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Caring Enough to Give Your…
by Pastor Steve

Hello St. John’s!

It’s been my pleasure to serve as your Visitation Pastor these past few months.  I’m grateful for your warm welcome
and the wonderful friendships we’re beginning to build.

In the next few issues of the Tidings, I’ll tell you a bit about myself and some of the exciting plans and opportunities
for growing SJLC’s caring ministry.

I grew up in southern Minnesota in the Norwegian branch of the Lutheran Church.  My childhood experiences, and the
examples of my Aunt Hazel and my Grandpa Lunning, helped shape my faith and my understanding of what it means
to be a church.

What does being a church mean to you?  Some of us might say church is a place.  For example, “I go to church at St.
John’s.”

Others of us might describe church as a denomination; “I go to St. John’s Lutheran Church.”

Still others of us might talk about church in terms of service to our community.  “I go to St. John’s, where they have the
nursery and day school.”

There are as many different ways of talking about church as there are people.  So, what about the Bible, does the Bible
say anything about what it means to be a church?

The Bible has many helpful things to say about what it means to be a church.  In the coming months we’ll explore
Bible verses, experiences of the first Christian church, and lessons from our own SJLC history to better understand
what it means to be a caring church—a church that seeks to be Christ’s heart in the heart of the city.

Have you heard the story about two men who started a conversation at the local coffee shop?  As the conversation
turned to work, one man explained he was the new pastor at the Lutheran church just down the street.  “How about
that!” the other man said.  “I’m a member of that church.”

Puzzled, the pastor replied, “Well, I’ve been at the church for 18 months now, but I don’t remember ever seeing you
there.”

“Now, Pastor,” the other man said, “I said I was a ‘member’ not a fanatic.”

However we might describe what it means to be a caring church, I suspect we could agree that being a church member
who cares means something more than stopping by to visit every other year or so.

… to be continued



In Our Prayers
Please pray for the following mem-
bers and friends and family of the
congregation:
             Adeline Cavazos
                Adrian Kamm
               Alison Donatucci

Anna Lisa Valdez
Ardene Wuthrich
Ashley Aniol
Awilda Borchers
Brenda Buell
Bud Gullickson
Clarene Moore
Cora Ottmers
Courtney Bowles
Danny Cavazos
Edgar Stahl
Ella Wolff
Elton Boehme
Erica Urrabaz & baby
Eva Buchholtz
Evonne Montero
Frances Franz
Frances Hillje
Frances Lemaster
Gail Folk
Gladys Garrett
Gladys Mills
Grayson Richter
Heather Barta
Henry Grun
John Perez
Judi Bullington
Julia Chatwell
Julie Wedel
Karen Iredale
Karen Olson
Karl Nentwich
Ken Ferguson
Ken Weaver
Kyle Bonin
Lillian Bourgeois
Lillian Levis
Martha Lowther
Martina Walleck
Michele Johnson & baby
Monica Garcia & family
Nita Poss
Norman Jones
Oscar Valdez
Pauline Kowalik
Raelyn Cauble & Baby
Santos Bara

              Sarah Carmichael

Mom Cardova by Ernest & Betty
Chavana
Mary Dwyer by Esperanza (Hope)
Garcia; Grace Neitzke & Bill Neitzke
Clayton Franz by Rick & Sudie
Sartor
Brad Hermann by Sue V. Hermann
Ronnie Neitzke by Grace & Bill
Neitzke
Harvey Voges by Roy & Frances
Lemaster; Marguerite Lewis; Dr. &
Mrs. T.G. McCormick
Carolyn S. Wudel by Barbara A.
Beck; Heidi & Alfred Becker; Agnes
Behrens & Children; Mary & Ken
Boehme & Family; Betty S. Boldt;
Ted & Dorothy Bowles; CPS Energy;
Viola Caraway; Delrose Cearley;
Ernest & Betty Chavana; Lance &
Jennifer Childress; Jane & Kermit
Crenwelge; Charles & Carol Ford;
Curtis & Frances Franz; Dorothy
Goddard; Ruth Haas; Hannah Circle;
Ruth Kurth; Mary N. Long; Ronald &
Sandra Masten; Grace Neitzke; Judge
Barbara & John Nellermoe; Joanie &
Buddy Orr; Marjorie, Brad & Wayne
Richie; Elias & Dorothy Rode; Ron
& Belinda Schmidt; LeRoy & Alva
Schulmeier; Ruth Schriewer; Bill &
Phyllis Southwell; Dr. & Mrs.
Gordon Stafford; Nina E. Stewart;
Elizabeth & Stephen Wendel; Olinda
Willms; Regan Wudel

            Prayers Continued

Sophie Sparks
Steve, Kathy & Blake Tondre

Susan Holm Huber
Ted Bowles

Tiffany Harper
Trudy Carmines
Vance Kowalik

Victoria Benavides
Virginia Simms

Walter Schessenhagen
Zackery Teegardin

     

Thank you for these gifts received in
memory or honor of someone during
the month of November, 2009:

To the Glory of God
In Honor of:
Carole & Bob Cauble’s 45th

Wedding Anniversary by Mary &
Ken Boehme
Ron & Belinda Schmidt’s 40th

Wedding Anniversary by Mary &
Ken Boehme
Ruth Schriewer’s 95th Birthday  by
Richard & Ann Barr; Mary & Ken
Boehme & Family
Karl & Lucienne Traeger’s 45th

Wedding Anniversary by Mary &
Ken Boehme
In Memory of:
Ernie Alf by Mary & Ken Boehme &
Family
Lucille Boehme by Al & Barbara
Hartmann
Peter Bournias by Marilyn Hartung
Marian Wilkens Mueller Brewer by
Bank of the Ozarks Dallas Sterling
Plaza Team; Barbara A. Beck; Agnes
Behrens & Children; Mary & Ken
Boehme; Betty S. Boldt; Ted &
Dorothy Bowles; Betty Dielmann
Breen; Viola Caraway; Delrose
Cearley; Joyce Chamberlain; Ernest
& Betty Chavana; Eloise Cramer;
Lucile Dammann; Ann Fahrenthold;
Ken & Jo Ferguson; First Mark
Credit Union; Curtis & Frances
Franz; Esperanza (Hope) Garcia;
Ruth Haas; Marilyn Hartung; Lucille
Herndon; Harold & Peggy
Hildebrandt; Larry J. Moore; Grace
Neitzke; Armin F. Puck; David &
Trish Puck; Mr. & Mrs. Alfred M.
Rath, Jr.; Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Rath;
Marjorie, Brad & Wayne Richie; Ron
& Belinda Schmidt; Ruth Schriewer;
LeRoy & Alva Schulmeier; Bill &
Phyllis Southwell; Ken & Doris
Taggart; The Vollmer Family; Olinda
Willms; Elnora Zunker
Pastor Herbert Brokering by
Delrose Cearley; Al & Barbara
Hartmann; Grace L. Neitzke; Judge
Barbara & John Nellermoe; Ron &
Belinda Schmidt
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(Prayers continued from page one)

    Family & Friends

                    Betty Jo Granger
         Ron Neitzke
        Grace Soefje

           Prayers for our Troops
         Bob Recio
       Dan Leingang

                      Dennis Kruse
                                    Eric Oglesbee
                                   Jared Raymond
                                    Matthew Helms
                                    Patricia Hruska

Jan. 1 Kyla Hernandez
Yvonne Martin

2 Carolyn Baker
Charlotte Baker

3 Karen Caraway
Joseph Curry

5 Cecilia Villanueva
Ashley Goode
Danny Hudel

6 Cliff Imken

7 John Lowther

8 Harvey Penshorn
Tiffany Harper

11 Donna Zastawny
Lewis Anderson
Sophie Schultz

12 Barbara Nellermoe
Mary Hestilow

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
   January Birthdays   January Birthdays   January Birthdays   January Birthdays   January Birthdays

           Continued

13 Martha Albert
Barbara Hartmann
Jack C. Park
Alexus Merrill
Martin Almaguer

14 Marilyn Hartung

15 Evelyn Bippert
Victor Mendez

17 Florence De Paolo
Marilyn Kowalik

18 Eva Buchholtz
Marilyn McSpadden
Laura Eckhardt
Caroline Saathoff

19 Roberta Ackermann
Frances Lemaster
Aimee Wudel

20 Destiny Gonzalez

21 Fred Pfeiffer
Bryan Caraway

22 Felipa Mendez

23 Nita Poss
Jonathan Meinen
Damian Anderson
Elaine Bailey
Lila Grace Ogle

25 Alma Genzer
Irene Schaefer
John Tietze
Nicolas Goode
Lane Moore

27 Julie Acosta
Claudia Garza

28 Hannah Bauer

30 Brian Chandler

31 Casey Acosta

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
   January Birthdays   January Birthdays   January Birthdays   January Birthdays   January Birthdays
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       Brooke Elizabeth Burk - November 27, 2009

BEGINNING IN 2010

9:15 AM - PRE-WORSHIP MUSIC &
     PREPARATION

9:30 AM - WORSHIP
10:30 AM - FELLOWSHIP IN

      MEMORIAL HALL
11:00 AM - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

   Our Christian Mission Statements

St. John’s Church
“Forming Faithfulness to the love of God

...in traditional worship,

...through enlivened discipleship

...with service and honor to all.”

St. John’s Day School
“As a ministry of the congregation,

St. John’s Lutheran Day School
provides a safe, nurturing Christ-centered

environment for young children.”

       The Worship, Music, and
     Arts Committee

Invites you to attend a
Hymn Sing

First Sunday of each month 15 minutes
prior to the

Worship service in the sanctuary.

 December 31, 2009
Be sure to save the date and join us for a New Year’s
Eve Party in Memorial Hall on Dec. 31, 2009, starting
at 7:30 pm.  The cost will be $35 a couple, $20 a
person, children 12 and under $5. Entertainment will
be provided by Ramblin Man, Bill Damman. Please
bring a covered dish to share with all. Tamales will be
served. Baby sitting will be provided at $10 per child.
All are welcome.

FIRST FRIDAY CONCERTS
St. John’s Lutheran Church

502 East Nueva
San Antonio, Texas

All concerts begin at 12:05 PM and are followed
by a light lunch served in Memorial Hall (five
dollar donation). Limited free parking available.
January 1, 2010  Happy New Year

     No First Friday Concert
February 5, 2010
   The Church of Our Lady of The Atonement
   Academy Middle School Treble Choir
  Edmund and Chalon Murray, directors
March 5, 2010 TBA
April 2, 2010
   Good Friday Worship (12:00 noon)
  No First Friday Concert
May 7, 2010 TBA
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PUBLICATION DEADLINE
Information for the next newsletter must be submitted
(preferably by email) by Friday, January 8, 2010.
Information for the  weekend bulletins and announce-
ments are due by Tuesday afternoon each week.
Submit to: Mary Boehme in the church office:
 (ph.) 223-2611 x 200,  (fax) 223-5667,  (email)
mboehme@stjohnsroosterchurch.org.



        THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA

The Women of the ELCA will meet Thurs. January 14, at
9:30 AM  in the Pioneer Room.

Program: Discussion of Plans for Coming Year Kitchen
Cleanup/ WELCA Refreshments & 3rd Sunday Refresh-
ments: Miriam Circle

Let’s start the New Year out right by having a large atten-
dance. We had lots of fun at our Christmas Party singing
Carols and playing Bunco. Many items were brought for
The Battered Women’s Shelter and toys for their children.
Thank you, Ladies!!

Grace Neitzke
Publicity Chairman

       ANNUAL MEETING

      SUNDAY
                  FEBRUARY 14, 2010
        FOLLOWING THE WORSHIP
     SERVICE IN MEMORIAL HALL

  Thank You  Thank You  Thank You  Thank You  Thank You
To Whom it may concern,
I am writing to sincerely thank you for all of the
scholarship support I have received over the years. I
am now working on my Master’s of Science in Social
Work, and St. John’s has awarded me for the past five
years. I am so lucky to be a part of this church. My
foundation at St. John’s has encouraged me to build a
stronger relationship with God through service and
worship. Returning to St. John’s on school vacations
always gives me a renewed sense of strength and
spirituality. College has been the most exciting and
enlightening experience, and I thank you for playing
an important role in it.

Sincerely,
Emily Schenk
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Members of St. John’s are asked to bring “Can goods
for CAM” each Sunday in 2010.

 Cross Trails Ministry Cross Trails Ministry Cross Trails Ministry Cross Trails Ministry Cross Trails Ministry
Summer CampSummer CampSummer CampSummer CampSummer Camp

It’s not to early to start thinking about a summer camping
experience for your children. Open registration begins
January 4, 2010. Please do not let the cost prohibit your
child from a truly spiritual experience. Scholarships are
available through Cross Trails Ministry. We will also
request the Finance Committee to fund some of the cost
through the Gembler Endowment Fund for camping. BUT
we need to know who wants to go. Please call the church
office to let us know when your child/children would like to
attend. The church number is 223-2611.

       Sewing Kits for Lutheran World Relief

We will be collecting Sewing Kits for Lutheran World
Relief for the months of January, February & March. Items
listed:
Cotton or cotton-blend fabric(no knits or 100% polyester)
2 1/4 yards 60" wide fabric, or
3 yards of 44" wide fabric, or
4 yards of 36" wide fabric
One package of about 10-15 needles for hand sewing
One spool of matching general purpose thread, 250-300
yards
Six to 10 average-size matching buttons (1/2" to 3/4"
preferred)
Please donate any items or a full sewing kit. Simply wrap all
items into the fabric and secure with ribbon or yarn and
drop in the WELCA basket in the Memorial Hall.

Thank You, WELCA

Dear Mrs. Mary Boehme,

It is at this time of year, we begin to think of persons we
were fortunate to meet in 2009. You certainly were one of
those special people in the Rothermel families of Washing-
ton and Austin counties. Thank you again for helping us
find the burial of Anton Rothermel in a Lutheran Cemetery
in San Antonio. My daughter, just recently, made the extra
effort to find Anton’s grave site/cemetery while on a trip to
San Antonio. She was so glad to find it.
My mother-in-law first told me of Anton’s death when I
married her son in 1947. I can’t believe it took me all these
many years to finally find his death certificate plus the site
of his burial.
May you and your family have a blessed Christmas season.
Frohe Weihnacht,
Dorothy G. Rothermel



    

ATTENTION
      Hannah Circle Members

We SHALL be holding our monthly meeting on
January 26th at 9:30 in the Pioneer Room.

As this meeting will be held to determine our fate as a
Circle, it is important for all members to be present, if
possible. We are facing some hard times and that calls
for decisions to be made by all members. I urge all of
you to mark your calendars so you can be with us as
we make these decisions.

On behalf of Hannah Circle, I ask the congregation
for prayers that we might find a way to continue and
be able to fulfill our obligations as a Circle. Thank
you for your support.

Vicki Gulllickson
Chairperson/Hannah Circle

           DEADLINES FOR THE FOLLOWING

      FINANCIAL INFORMATION
   CONTRIBUTIONS

Members of the congregation who desire to receive credit
for 2009 are requested to have their contribution in the
church by DECEMBER 31, 2009 or if mailed, the
envelope must reflect a postmark no later than DE-
CEMBER 31, 2009 and received by Friday, January 8,
2010 from the United States Postal Service.  (The church
office will be closed from December 31, 2009 to January 3,
2010 – reopen on January 4, 2010) If you are changing your
offering using Simply Giving or would like to do Simply
Giving, please contact Irene in the church office 223-2611
for forms.

REIMBURSEMENT
Any receipts for reimbursement or expenditure for the year
of 2009 must be in Irene’s office no later than Friday,
January 8, 2010 otherwise you will not be reimbursed.

ANNUAL REPORTS
All annual reports are due on FRIDAY January 15, 2010
no exceptions.   (From Pastors, President, all Committees
and Organizations Chair, and School Board)

                           

FIESTA NUEVA

     AT ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

      St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
                   502 E. Nueva

     April 18, 2010
           Mariachi Worship Service at 10:45 a.m.

      Fiesta Nueva at noon-4 p.m.

Kick off your Fiesta week at Fiesta Nueva with a celebra-
tion for the entire family.  In the heart of San Antonio and
located directly across from La Villita, St. John’s Lutheran
Church is the oldest Lutheran church in the city and the
originator of the Lutheran Coronation.  Join us for a special
Mariachi Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. that also features
past and present royalty of the Lutheran Coronation. Then
follow the Mariachi band out onto the grounds to enjoy an
afternoon filled with games and rides for the children, food
and drink booths, and musical entertainment provided by
the San Antonio Jazz Orchestra and other groups.

Attempt to outbid your fellow revelers at the silent auction
or try your luck by purchasing a raffle ticket for some
fabulous prizes. Our very own King Gallo VII will be
crowned and the Royal Court from the Lutheran Coronation
will be represented. All proceeds benefit the ministries of
St. John’s and the St. John’s Day School. Make Fiesta
Nueva your new Fiesta tradition!

Free admission. For more information, visit
www.stjohnsroosterchurch.org or call 223-2611.



Fellow Christ followers, grace and peace to you from the greater Mid-west:

I write to you as the cold northern winds blow and the end of my third semester of seminary at Wartburg
comes to a close.  This semester has sought to engross its students in the practices and definitions of
what it means to be a Lutheran Christian as well as learning and reading Hebrew.  We, as a second year
class, have diligently studied countless stories of the Old Testament, reviewed and critiqued church
education materials and practices, and even deliberately engaged youth in how they learn, grow in faith,
and develop their identity.  (And that was just on Mondays!)  Amidst all the chaos that is class and
homework, it has been a joy to be in a community that centers itself on the spiritual renewal of its stu-
dents, faculty, and staff as well as pastoral preparation and growth.  I cherish the moments I spend with
classmates in theological debate and look forward to next semester and a new round of classes.

As of October 29, 2009, I was endorsed and recommended to move on to the next step of seminary,
internship.  At the commencement of the spring semester, Wartburg’s Internship Committee will meet
and final placement for each candidate will be decided.  As a class, we will know our location for the
next year by the middle to end of March.  I wait with great anticipation and excitement to find out where
the Spirit-driven persons will send me next.  I have allowed myself, at least in thought and prayer, to be
open to anything that might come my way.  While this invokes a slight sense of fear, I know that no
matter the location, God will use the congregation, its members, and the community to help me learn and
grow.

If you remember back to January of this year I had the opportunity to travel to Guyana, South America
where I lived and worked as a “pastor-in-training” with pastors of the E.L.C.G.  While I will not be
traveling south of the equator again this January, the winds of foreign travel have blown across my
cluttered desk.  From the 7th-22nd, 20 members of Wartburg, the surrounding community, and myself will
travel from Newark, New Jersey to Israel.  For 13 days we will live amongst the Israeli Christians,
specifically Lutherans, studying the ancient sites of the Holy Land.  We will tour the numerous churches
in Jerusalem, walk the streets of Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth, and float around in the Dead Sea.  Lead-
ing this group is Wartburg’s own Dr. Ann Fritschel, professor of Hebrew and Old Testament studies.  I
am blessed that I can partake in this once in a life-time opportunity with someone who has not only
studied these ancient sites extensively and traveled them on countless trips but has lived within the very
areas of our travels.  Dr. Fritschel brings the gifts of knowledge, humor, and joy to our travels and I look
forward to sharing my stories with you upon my return.

From the bottom of my heart I wish I had the space to thank you personally for all that you have done for
me.  Through your thoughts, prayers, and financial assistance, you have made my vocational dream a
true reality.  By God’s grace and Spirit I hope that I can touch the lives of a person someday just as you
have touched mine.  I pray that God has filled your Advent time with ardent anticipation of the coming
child, your Christmas time with joyous celebration of the birth of our Savior, and your New Year with
wondrous excitement about the year to come!
Peace and Blessings: Marcus

Wartburg Theological Seminary
333 Wartburg Place

Dubuque, Iowa 52003
Cell: (830)377-8643

E-mail: mbigott@wartburgseminary.edu
marcus_bigott@yahoo.com

BIGOTTEN NOT MADE
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              FROM THE THEOLOGICAL HEADQUARTERS OF:                   

Marcus A. BigottMarcus A. BigottMarcus A. BigottMarcus A. BigottMarcus A. Bigott



  St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
       Congregation Council Meeting

October 19, 2009

Pastor’s Report:
1. Confirmation has begun with ten students.
2. Persons proposed for membership, to be

                 received November 8, are:
Nancy & Carlos Codina
Curtis & Krista Bowers
William (Trey) & Mandy Jackson
Karen Knudson (transfer from Hope
Lutheran)
Liz Porter Laird
Patty & Mark Raygosa;
Juliana Raygosa (Day School parents)
Robert & Roxanne Russell
Christina Stade
Walter Vogt
Dwan Warner

Roger Steckly moved the recommended list of persons be
received into membership; Mike Arnold seconded; motion
passed.

Activities for the church Christmas Party Decem-
ber 20 were described.  Council members received their
parts for a Reader’s Theater presentation of “The Best
Christmas Pageant Ever.” There will be a luncheon fol-
lowed with a San Antonio Chamber Choir Concert at 2:30
p.m.

Treasurer’s Report: None, but the budget is ready.
Day School Report: none
Standing Committee Reports:
1.   Finance. Ken Taggart reported that the budget format
has changed and called attention to items below the line
which describe sources of funds available to offset the
deficit. In the Day School budget, included for the first
time, finance deleted some staff benefits and an equipment
purchase, for a balance of +$7200. Both boilers need to be
re-tubed and both expansion tanks for Ajax Hot Water
Boiler need to be replaced. The estimated cost is between
$23,000 and $24,000 for all of these and the funds to be
taken from Capital Reserve.
2.   Property and Grounds. General overview by Albert
Tietze, with main expense being the new boiler.
3.   Christian Education. Written report.
4.  Stewardship. Muriel Leafstedt reported that as of 10/15,
45 pledge cards have been returned for a total of $91,052.
5.   Worship, Music, and Arts. Roger Steckly reported that Dr.
Fischer is writing a book for advent devotions and asked for one
remaining volunteer. He called attention to the new banners for
the west transept. The committee’s main work has been to
prioritize the budget, using the following categories:
a.   Mission critical
b.  Mission supportive
c.  Mission optional
d. Transfer to special project.

In response to multiple requests, donations will be
taken for a new Christmas tree.

6.     Youth/Family. Pastor Courter said the Luther
League will gather to go on the bus to Lutheran
Coronation. They will be involved with the coming
sausage supper and cemetery cleanup.

7.     Personnel. Declaration of 2009 Housing Allow-
ance by Pastor Steven C., Lunning – IRS Require-
ment: It is hereby resolved that the amount from
the compensation which is paid for the period
beginning July, 2009 and ending December 31,
2009 shall be designated as rental/housing
allowance within  the meaning of that term as used
in Section 107 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 for the following: Pastor Steven C. Lunning
35% of salary

Resolved, that the designation for the above
amount of his annual compensations as housing
allowance also shall apply to all future years that
the he is employed by St. John’s Lutheran Church,
unless otherwise provided before the first payroll
of any given year.

President’s Report: Albert Tietze read the letter dated September
9, 2009, from the South Texas Synod declaring the approval of
our constitution. Zion Lutheran Church is closing on November
10, 2009. A letter noted equipment available.

Business:
1.     Topic: Interpretation of wording of staggered terms as in
newly approved constitution. Following discussion, Mike Arnold
moved and Roger Steckly seconded that the words “date elected”
mean just that and not the date terms begin; that we move into
compliance with the constitution by extending the term of the
Vice President and the Treasurer by one year, and that we elect the
President and Secretary in 2010, as well as half the council in
2010.  Motion passed.
2.   Alpha Omega is not ready for action at this time.
3.   Agenda for Fall Congregation Meeting was distributed
and ratified.
4.   Caroline Nentwich moved and Carole Cauble seconded
that the 2010 Budget be proposed to the congregation.
President Tietze explained the rationale for the form of the
budget as printed. Motion passed.
5.   President Tietze read Bishop Tiemann’s letter following
the passage of the ELCA statement on Clergy.

Ken Taggart gave the closing prayer. Meeting adjourned by
general consent at 9 p.m.

Muriel Leafstedt, secretary
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